
1 

 

 

  



2 

 

Beer Day Britain  

Britain's Annual National Beer Day June 15th 

Contents: 

 

Background to Beer Day Britain…………………………………………………………….Page 3 

What is the intention of Beer Day Britain?.......................................................Page 5 

How will Beer Day Britain work?......................................................................Page 6 

A national cheers to beer 12.15pm on June 15th ……………………………………..Page 7 

Suggested activities for Beer Day Britain……....................................................Page 8 

Who's Who? ……………………..............................................................................Page 12 

Photo of the trio behind the project ………………………………………………….......Page 13 

Which beer organisations are supporting this project? ……………………………Page 14 

Verse from the traditional song 'Beer Drinking Britons'…………………………..Page 15 

Perfection (pint of beer artwork)…………………………………………………………..Page 16 

 

 

Beer Day Britain logo: designed by Louisa Fitch of Sugarway Design. 

 

Pint of Beer Artwork on page 14:  'Perfection' is a lino-reduction print created by 

artist Helen Peyton. It is available as a t-shirt or print from http://www.school-of-

booze.com/boutique/the-art-of-the-pint 



3 

 

Beer Day Britain 

Britain's Annual National Beer Day June 15th 

 

Clause 35 of Magna Carta stated 'Let there be throughout our kingdom a single 

measure for wine and a single measure for ale and a single measure for corn, namely 

"the London quarter"'  

 

Background 

In medieval England ale was so essential to life that it was mentioned in Magna Carta 

the revolutionary document that guaranteed certain civil and legal rights to citizens (and 

was used in legal systems of some countries of the former British Empire - Australia, 

Canada, New Zealand and most notably in the Bill of Rights of the US Constitution). The 

influence of Magna Carta can also be seen in the United Nations Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights.  

For millennia beer has been the national drink in these islands and Britain is one of the 

top brewing nations of the world with the beer factor in droves. Britain can claim the 

invention of more styles of beer currently brewed in countries around the world than 

any other brewing nation (Mild, Porter, Stout, Imperial Russian Stout, Brown Ale, Pale 

Ale, India Pale Ale, and Barley Wine). British brewers export their brews to dozens of 

countries. 

British Malt is renowned as the best brewing (and distilling) barley in the world; the 

world's leading hop breeder, Dr Peter Darby, is an English man based in Kent. For its 

size, the British hop industry has the most diversity of varietals than any other country, 

and with new varietals in development.  

Then there is the British pub scene.  It's like no other in the world and people who live 

overseas look with envy at British pubs.  That's why a visit to a pub for beer and typical 
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pub grub like fish & chips is in the top 5 activities visitors to Britain want to do.  Pubs 

are icons of Britain and the pub is one of the things that make Britain so special. 

So with such an enviable heritage in beer, malts, hops and pubs Britons deserve to have 

a national beer day to celebrate something that brings so much pleasure to the nation 

(never mind the £21 billion that brewing and pubs contribute each year to the British 

Treasury).  

The date for the annual Beer Day Britain celebration is June 15th.  This was the date (in 

1215) that Magna Carta was sealed. In 2015 there will be national and international 

celebrations for the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta so the fact that ale is mentioned 

in the document, makes June 15th a logical date for Britain's national beer day. When 

Beer Day Britain is launched on the same day as Magna Carta Day celebrations in 2015 

it automatically becomes associated with something of major importance in Britain.  

Magna Carta Day will only be celebrated on a national basis in 2015 but Beer Day 

Britain will be celebrated on each June 15th thereafter.  Beer Day Britain is a 

separate celebration to Magna Carta Day in 2015 - it just happens to be on 

the same day but what better to celebrate such an auspicious date but with 

beer! 
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What is the intention of Beer Day Britain? 

 

• To encourage people to drink beer whether that is at the pub, a barbeque, party, 

picnic, brewery tap room, on an ale rail, or at a Magna Carta event. 

 

• To raise the profile of beer as Britain's national drink.  

 

• To make people proud of Britain's beer and pubs today and of Britain's heritage 

as the world's brewing powerhouse and its role in spreading the love and 

knowledge of beer to all of earth's hemispheres.  

 

• To introduce a friend to beer and try and convert them to become regular beer 

drinkers.  

 

• To have a fantastic time drinking and enthusing about our favourite drink! 
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How will Beer Day Britain work? 

 

Beer lovers, pubs, brewers, supermarkets, beer shops, and beer related organisations we 

need you! If you can host events, encourage people to celebrate national beer day, and 

help to spread the word then Beer Day Britain will be a success.   

Please download the Beer Day Britain logo from the website home page and send it to 

everyone you know who drinks.  You can also download artwork for beer mats.  Both are 

free to use where you want.  

Social media will help to get the word out and build excitement and anticipation. We are 

on Facebook and Twitter. Please let us know what you are planning for Beer Day Britain.  

Twitter:  @BeerDayBritain. Hashtag #CheersBDB 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/beerdaybritain 
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A National Cheers to Beer  

 

On Monday June 15th at 12.15pm we are planning a nationwide communal cheers to 

beer when beer lovers will be encouraged to go to the pub or open a bottle of beer in the 

park or at home and raise a glass to celebrate British beer.  12.15pm relates to the year 

that Magna Carta was sealed.   

The intention is to trend on Twitter with the hashtag #CheersBDB and photos of people 

raising their beer glass.  We are also considering a Guinness World Record attempt for 

the largest number of people participating in a national cheers.  

So save the date and don't miss out on a national celebration that will show everyone 

how much we revere Britain's national alcoholic drink! 
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Suggested Activities for Beer Day Britain 

These are suggestions of special events or activities for brewers, pubs, speciality beer 

shops, restaurants, beer lovers to participate in. If you could do at least one of them that 

would be splendid! Whatever you do, please download the Beer Day Britain logo (from 

the website home-page) and use it as widely as possible. And let us know what you are 

planning so we can include it in our social media messages. 

 

If you are a brewer would you consider: 

• Brewing a celebratory Beer Day Britain beer?  (N.B. - Windsor & Eton 

Brewery own the trademark for any beers named 'Magna Carta' or 

permutations of it) 

 

• Hosting special events in your brewery?  

 

• Using your social media to build support for Beer Day Britain? 

 

If you run a pub would you consider: 

• Encouraging your customers to join in the national cheers to beer at 12.15pm on 

June 15th 

 

• Hosting special events e.g. fancy dress parties, hog roast, medieval pub games 

tournament? 

 

• In the run up to Beer Day Britain would you ask your staff to spread the word to 

customers and upsell British beer? 

 

• Offering special beer lunch/dinner menus with beer? 
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• Making beer tasting notes available to customers and include beer matches on 

your food menus? 

 

• Planting hanging baskets with red, white and blue flowers? 

 

• Encouraging local Morris sides to dance outside on Beer Day Britain (and drink 

ale!)? 

 

• Hosting a mini-beer festival? 

 

• Hiring a Beer Academy beer sommelier or other beer expert to offer tutored 

tastings for customers? 

 

• Using your social media to build support for Beer Day Britain? 

 

If you are a Pub Company would you consider: 

• Authorising your pub managers to participate in the suggestions above? 

 

• Supplying marketing and point of sale material to pubs and deck the exterior and 

interior with bunting bearing the Beer Day Britain logo? 

 

• Using your social media to build support for Beer Day Britain? 

 

Speciality beer shops and off-licenses would you consider: 

•  Highlighting British beers? 

 

•  Hosting special beer events such as meet the brewer, beer sampling sessions, 

multi-buy deals in your shop?  

 

• Using your social media to build support for Beer Day Britain? 
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Ale trail, ale rail, or sail ale organisers would you consider: 

• Arranging special Beer Day Britain services? 

 

• Using your social media to build support for Beer Day Britain? 

 

 

 

Beer Drinkers - Suggested activities for Beer Day Britain 

 

If beer lovers do at least one of the activities below on June 15th then Beer Day Britain 

will be a success!  

 

• Go to the pub and drink British beer 

 

• Participate in celebratory pubs events  

 

• Take beer on a picnic 

 

• Host a beer barbeque 

 

• Host beer & food matching dinners at home 

 

• Visit a brewery for a tour 

 

• Take a journey on an ale rail, or ale sail 
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• Participate in an ale trail  

 

• Try and convert a non-beer drinker  

 

We cannot do this without you so please get involved in celebrating 

Britain's incredible beer and spreading the word.  Please join us on Twitter 

and Facebook. See you in BeerLandia! 
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Who's Who? 

 

Jane Peyton proposed the idea for an annual Beer Day Britain on June 15th. Jane is 

Britain's Beer Sommelier of the Year, author of several books including 'Beer o' Clock', 

beer historian, beer tasting tutor, guest brewer, beer campaigner, and an evange-Ale-ist. 

She is the driving force and project manager for Beer Day Britain.  

 

Sophie de Ronde is the brewing technologist at Munton's Malt and a founding 

member of Project Venus. Sophie came up with the idea for International Women's 

Collaboration Brew Day where female brewers around the world brew the same beer 

recipe on the same day to celebrate International Women's Day.  Sophie is on the Beer 

Day Britain steering committee, working on a variety of organizational tasks, and is 

responsible for the FaceBook page. 

 

Sara Barton is the owner and head brewer at Brewster's Brewing Company in 

Grantham.  She was the British Brewer of the Year 2012-2013 and is the founder of 

Project Venus.  Project Venus is a group of Britain and Ireland's female brewers who 

meet every few months to brew collaborative beers together and to offer advice and 

support to new brewers.  Sara will be hosting the brewing of a special beer for the Beer 

Day Britain with members of Project Venus - Britannia's Brew.  
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Photo of Jane Peyton, Sara Barton and Sophie de Ronde 

(left to right - Jane Peyton, Sara Barton and Sophie de Ronde) 
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Which Beer Organisations Support This Project? 

 

• All Party Parliamentary Beer Group  

 

• Association of Multiple Licensed Retailers 

 

• Britain's Beer Alliance/There's a Beer For That 

 

• British Beer & Pub Association (BBPA ) 

 

• British Hop Association  

 

• British Institute of Innkeeping 

 

• Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) 

 

• Cask Marque 

 

• Independent Family Brewers of Britain (IFBB) 

 

• Institute of Brewing & Distilling/Beer Academy 

 

• It's Better Down the Pub  

 

• Pub is the Hub 

 

• Society of Independent Brewers (SIBA) 

 

• The Brewers' Company  
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Verse from 'Beer Drinking Britons' 

A song written in the late 18th century  

 

Words by David Garrick and Music by Thomas Arne (composer of Rule Britannia and 

the National Anthem) 

 

 

Ye true honest Britons who love your own land 

Whose sires were so brave, so victorious, so free 

Who always beat France when they took her in hand 

Come join honest Britons in chorus with me 

 

Let us sing our town treasures, Old England's good cheer  

The profits and pleasures of stout British beer 

Your wine tippling, dram-sipping fellows retreat 

But your beer drinking Britons can never be beat 

 

 

NB:  When this song was written, the word Stout meant 'strong' and the mention above 

is not referring to the beer style 'stout', but rather to strong British beer. 
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